October 18, 2020

Vol. 56, No. 42

The Pastor’s Pen
If you watched this year’s presiden al and vice-presiden al debates, you
heard the words “liar” and “lying” used by some of the candidates and by some
members of the news media following the debates. Each candidate was accused
of lying by someone! While most Americans have come to expect this as a part
of poli cal campaigns, Chris ans must never accept lying as anything less than a
serious character ﬂaw. Lying is one of the most serious sins that anyone can
commit because of its source – the devil. Jesus made this clear in His comments
about the devil’s lies: When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is
a liar and the father of lies. (John 8:44)
The ar cle below quotes Chris an counseling professors from two Southern
Bap st seminaries who discuss why people lie and how they can stop this sinful
behavior. The full ar cle is available online at: h3p://bpnews.net/44260/lying-aform-of-selfworship.
Lying is a Form of Self-Worship
Lying is not "an end to itself normally" but a "means to an end," said Jeremy
Pierre, assistant professor of biblical counseling at Southern Seminary. For children, the purpose of lies o;en is to avoid punishment or avoid losing the respect
of their parents. For adults though, the mo va on for lying becomes more complex, he said.
"Many habitual liars that I have dealt with are primarily trying to guard a certain iden ty, a certain percep on of themselves as capable or moral or good or
impressive," Pierre said. Much lying is a form of "self-worship" -"misrepresen ng reality so that I can perceive myself in ways that I want to perceive myself."
(Con nued Inside Newsle3er)
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The Pastor’s Pen Continued
Although some lies occur before a large audience and draw widespread
a3en on, many take place on a smaller scale, as when people use Facebook and
Twi3er to make themselves appear more insigh?ul, funny or honorable than
they are. “It’s because … we want a glory for ourselves that should only belong
to another. It should only belong to the God of reality,” Pierre said.
Lying leads to estrangement from God and others and must be repented of,
Pierre said. But repen ng is not as simple as merely deciding to stop because
liars o;en are "self-deceived" and "don't understand what it means to be a truth
-teller." People locked in a pa3ern of lying must ﬁrst recognize the deceit in their
lives and then iden fy the image they are trying to a3ain through their dishonesty. Chris ans can help friends and loved ones inclined to lie by explaining that
being iden ﬁed as a forgiven follower of Christ is be3er than having an iden ty
projected through dishonesty, Pierre said.
Kathy Steele, associate professor of psychology and counseling at New
Orleans Seminary, agreed. One important step to being honest is establishing
humility and admiHng that we have weaknesses, she said.
Individuals naturally inclined to be "compliant people pleasers" o;en are
more tempted to lie than "strong willed people" and must guard themselves
against dishonesty, Steele said. Those who fail to guard themselves can establish
lying as a pa3ern in their brains and even their families, she said, as when Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Jacob's sons all told serious lies to protect themselves in
the book of Genesis. Abraham’s family also illustrates that people tend to tell
the biggest lies to those closest to them — a truth Steele said has been conﬁrmed by researchers.
In extreme circumstances when the safety of others is at risk, lying may be
jus ﬁed -- although it is never God's ideal, Steele said. As an example, she said
Rahab was jus ﬁed in lying to protect two Israelite spies from the King of
Jericho's messengers in Joshua 2.
Whether lies occur in ministry, family life or business, repentance is vital,
Steele said, because dishonesty erodes trust with others and robs the liar of
close fellowship with God. "A part of the very nature and character of God is
truthfulness -- the truth. And so when I don't make truth an integral part of who
I am, in essence I'm saying, 'I don't want that part of God in my life,'" Steele said.
She added, "We're chea ng ourselves ... from the fullness of His character and
nature being built into us."
Chris ans who ﬁnd themselves lying should pray that God would “build integrity and truthfulness into [their] hearts and minds. God promises to answer our
prayers if we ask anything according to His will,” Steele said. “And we know it’s
His will that we are people of truth.”

Preschool Worship Volunteers For October, 10:30 a.m. Service
October 18: Babies & 1’s, Kim, Riley, & Tara Ann Rogers; 2’s & 3’s, Loree, Mallie, &
Morgan Couch; K4’s & K5’s, Brett & Lauren Garrison
October 25: Babies & 1’s, Vicky Hedden & Jane Hendrix; 2’s & 3’s, Sheila Dunn & Denise
Day; K4’s & K5’s, Volunteers Needed
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Safety Team Rotation Assignment
The Month Of October
4th - Team D
11th - Team A
18th - Team B
25th - Team C

Student Ministry News from Mike
Wednesday Night Youth Group!
Our youth meet Wednesdays in the Xchange from 6:30-7:15 p.m. for a
time of games, fellowship, and Bible study. We look forward to seeing
you!

Home-Based Awana Resources Now Available!
Awana books are now available at the church office for everyone
that has registered for home-based Awana. These books can be
picked up Tuesday-Thursday from 8:30am-5:00pm and Friday
from 8:30am-12:00pm. If these times do not work for you, please
call Mike at the church office and he can set up an appointment to
meet with you: 864-878-6564. Digital resources (like Bible study
videos) are also available for free at awanaplus.com

J.A.M. (Jesus and Me)
Wednesdays, 6:30 -7:15 p.m. J.A.M. incorporates games, crafts, and
Bible study each night. Registration is not required but you will need
to check your child in each evening. J.A.M. will meet downstairs in
the Children's Ministry classrooms and is for grades 1-5.

PRESCHOOL NEWS From Jennifer
Nursery Workers for 2020-2021
We need your help! If you would like to volunteer on a rotation
schedule to work with our preschoolers (birth through kindergarten) during the 10:30 a.m. service, please let me know. You may
call or text me at 864-449-5381 or email me at jennifer@fbcpickens.org. All volunteers must have a background
check completed through the church and have been a member of
our church for at least 6 months.

Discipleship and Missions News from Jeff
Volunteer at the Samaritan’s Purse Processing Center
We have made ten reservations to volunteer at the Samaritan’s Purse Processing
Center in Charlotte on Tuesday, December 1st from 1:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. If interested in
volunteering, please e-mail Jeff at Jeff@fbcpickens.org to reserve your spot. You must be
at least 13 years of age to serve in the Processing Center. We will not be taking the church
bus, therefore everyone must provide their own transportation.

RightNow Media has numerous children’s videos that teach positive bible lessons to counter the negative and anti-God shows that are on television today. If interested in having
your children watch “Last Chance Detectives,” “Adventures In Odyssey,” “Veggie Tales,” or
any of the dozens of options, go to RightNowmedia.org and watch for free! Simply click on
the KIDS tab on the menu bar at the top to see all that is available. If you do not already
have a free membership with RightNow Media simply e-mail Jeff@fbcpickens.org
and we will send you an invitation to join.

Janie Chapman Offering for State Missions
Our Church Goal: $4,200.00

Given To Date: $2,761.00

100% of gifts goes to our state missionaries for use in their
missions outreach.

Jesus has commanded us to “Go and make disciples of all
nations.” One way to make disciples of children around the world
is to pack a shoebox with school supplies, hygiene items, and
toys. Each box you pack will carry the Gospel to a child who has
never had the opportunity to hear the Good News. Each shoebox
has a potential of reaching 9 people with the wonderful news of
salvation through Jesus Christ! Beyond the shoebox gift, children
are offered a discipleship program called “The Greatest Journey.”
Operation Christmas Child is reaching children in over 100 countries with the Gospel. This year, they are reaching out to children in
unreached people groups in the islands of the Pacific. The more shoeboxes we pack, the
further the Gospel goes! Boxes, brochures, and packing lists are available in the Welcome
Center.

Yes, it’s Socktober! I know you’ve seen the commercial for socks…”the #1 most requested
item in homeless shelters is socks.” Well, it’s true and we can make a difference in the
lives of the homeless and needy in our area by DONATING SOCKS in October. NEW
SOCKS: Any size, any color, it’s your choice! Boxes will be located in the foyer, the Welcome Center, and outside the church office for your donations which will go to DSS for
foster kids, Gleaning House for needy families and to a homeless shelter. Thank you!

FACTS & FIGURES
October 11, 2020
Sunday School - 170
Offering - $14,708.00
Offering To Date - $903,441.68
Goal to Date - $914,971.58

Building Fund: $380,982.41

To Give Online:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Go to www.fbcpickens.org
Click on the “MyPFBC” Icon
Click on “Give”
Choose “Create an Account” or “Give Without A Login” and follow the directions

If you have any questions, you may call Katie in the church office at 878-6564.

Pickens First Bap st Church Schedule
Sundays
8:00 a.m. - 1st Worship Service
9:15 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - 2nd Worship Service

Wednesdays
6:30-7:15 p.m. - Adult Bible Study & Prayer
Service, Sanctuary; Preschool Classes,
Preschool Rooms; J.A.M. (Children
Grades 1-5), Children’s Classrooms;
Youth Group (Grades 6-12), XChange
7:15 p.m. - Worship Rehearsal

Welcome to Pickens First Baptist Church

October 18, 2020
Opening Scripture
Pslam 33:12-22
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people he
chose for his inheritance. From heaven the Lord looks down
and sees all mankind; from his dwelling place he watches all
who live on earth — He who forms the hearts of all, who considers everything they do. No king is saved by the size of his army;
no warrior escapes by his great strength. A horse is a vain hope
for deliverance; despite all its great strength it cannot save. But
the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, on those whose
hope is in his unfailing love, to deliver them from death and
keep them alive in famine. We wait in hope for the Lord; he is
our help and our shield. In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust
in his holy name. May your unfailing love be with us, Lord,
even as we put our hope in you.
We’ve Come This Far By Faith
The PFBC Choir Ensemble and Orchestra
Opening Songs
Cornerstone
How Great Thou Art
Welcome and Prayer
Message In Song This Grace………………………………………..Eric Jenkins
Message From God’s Word……………….………………….Pastor Fred Stone
Song Of Commitment
I Surrender All
Closing Word
Closing Prayer
9:00 a.m. - Mendel Stewart
10:30 a.m. - Jeff Turner
Closing Song
Trust and Obey

Pickens First Baptist Church exists to be a Worshiping, Evangelizing, Learning,
and Loving (W.E.L.L.) family of faith to the glory of God. (Mt. 28:18-20; Acts 2:42-47;
1 Cor. 10:31).

Online Worship Service Available
* On YouTube: On your smart TV, smartphone, iPad, or computer go to:
Xcpickens.org/youtube
* On Pickens FBC Website: On your smartphone, iPad, or computer,
go to: www.Xcpickens.org

