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The Pastor’s Pen
On Biden's Inaugura on Day, Remember These Truths about God, Poli cs,
and Our Presidents
By Robert Jeﬀress, Pastor of First Bap st Church, Dallas, TX
Shortly a er watching the inaugura on of Joe Biden as the 46th president of the
USA on January 20, I read the response of one of President Trump’s most loyal
supporters, Dr. Robert Jeﬀress, pastor of FBC, Dallas, TX, to Biden’s becoming
president. I was impressed with his posi ve tone and agree with his wise counsel
to our president and all of us to humbly and prayerfully seek God’s help as we
face our many challenges. The following is a slightly condensed version of
Jeﬀress’ ar cle that can be found in its en rety online at: h1ps://
www.foxnews.com/opinion/biden-inaugura on-day-god-poli cs-presidentsrobert-jeﬀress
On Inaugura on Day four years ago, I was ge ng ready to preach a
sermon . . . at the historic St. John’s Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C., with
President-elect Donald Trump and Vice President-elect Mike Pence, just before
their inaugura on. On that day, I said clearly and unequivocally that God had
raised up a builder to help meet our na on’s challenges. That probably does not
surprise you. But what might surprise you is, if I had been invited to preach a
sermon today to President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, I would
have been able to stand in that pulpit and preach the very same truths from
God’s unchanging Word.
Back in January of 2017, I said: "The challenges facing our na on are so
great that it will take more than natural ability to meet them. We need God’s
supernatural power. The good news is that the same God who empowered Nehemiah nearly 2,500 years ago is available to every one of us today who is willing
to humble himself and ask for His help."
(Con nued Inside)
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The Pastor’s Pen Continued
There is one thing we know for certain about poli cs – there will always be
troubles. Everything we ﬁx breaks back down. Every problem we solve crops back up.
. .. That’s just life in a broken, sinful world. Poli cs has aptly been called "The Science
of Muddling Through." We just do the best we can with what we’ve got.
We faced many challenges that seemed insurmountable in 2017. And now
2017 seems like a life me ago. We are nearly a year into a global pandemic that rages on. We have experienced tremendous poli cal and social unrest. Many people are
hur ng economically and have lost their jobs. No amount of human wisdom can
solve these problems.
We need to call on God. If President Biden and Vice President Harris humble
themselves and ask for God’s help, Scripture tells us He will answer.
"God is no respecter of persons," the Bible says (Acts 10:34). He doesn’t see
"R" or "D" next to your name when you pray to Him. He looks for a willing, contrite
heart. God says in Psalm 50:15, "Call upon Me in the day of trouble I shall rescue you
and you will honor Me."
As I watch what is happening today, I am not in a pessimis c mood. God has
not been caught by surprise. God remains on His throne, and thankfully, His reign is
not in doubt or up for a vote.
The Good News that I preach every Sunday is: while we s ll have breath in
our lungs, it’s never too late for us to repent and turn and be reconciled to God
through Jesus Christ. Things may be dark, but the same God who told light to shine
out of darkness can do so again, in our na on, our ci es, our neighborhoods and our
families – star ng with us.
Our na on’s brightest days may yet lie ahead, out beyond the horizon of
today’s squabbles and troubles. We don’t get to choose what the challenges are, but
we can choose how to meet them. We can go it alone, or we can call upon God.
I am praying for America today, as I was four years ago, that we will choose to
unite around a shared trust in the King of Kings.”

Discipleship and Missions from Jeff
Bible Training for Pastors in Peru
While we are unable to travel to Peru we are preparing to start two classes of training with
Pastors in Peru via Zoom. The courses are Bible Study Methods and Rules of Interpretation, and Preaching Biblical Messages and Pastoral Ministry. Each of these courses will be
held weekly for two hours each night, and will last eight to ten weeks. We are also starting
a bible study on the book of Mark with members of our partner church, Belen Baptist
Church, in Lima. Teachers of the Bible Training Center for Pastors and the Mark Bible
Study are: Jeff Rafferty, Paul Welch, Michael Welch (Pastor of Clearview Baptist Church),
Jonathan McGary (Pastor of Pleasant Hill Baptist Church), Bryan Hester and Jim Gilstrap.
Please keep these church leaders, and training events in prayer.

Missing the Bible Study and Fellowship of Sunday School?
Certainly, we pray that we will be able to get back to in-person Sunday School as soon as
possible, but until then do not forget about the wonderful resource of RightNow Media that
you have available. You can use one of the hundreds of bible studies for personal study,
family bible study, or even in small groups. There are also conferences available, as well
as youth and children’s content. So, until we are able to meet again in-person, don’t allow
yourself to miss out on some wonderful bible teaching from leaders like Tony Evans, Francis Chan, Matt Chandler, and many others. If you do not already have access to RightNow
Media, please simply e-mail Jeff@fbcpickens.org and we will be happy to send you an
invitation to get started.

PRESCHOOL NEWS From Jennifer
Nursery Workers for 2021
We need your help! If you would like to volunteer on a rotation
schedule to work with our preschoolers (birth through kindergarten) during the 10:30 a.m. service, please let me know. You may
call or text me at 864-449-5381 or email me at
jennifer@fbcpickens.org. All volunteers must have a background
check completed through the church and have been a member of
our church for at least 6 months.

Preschool Worship Volunteers, 10:30 a.m. Service
January 31: Babies & 1’s, Vicky Hedden & Lisa Hiott; 2’s & 3’s, Sheila Dunn & Denise
Day; K4’s & K5’s, Judy Edwards & Katie Shuman
February 7: Kim, Riley & Tara Ann Rogers and Doug & Jeanine Hayes
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Safety Team Rotation Assignment
The Month Of January
3rd - Team A
10th - Team B
17th - Team C
24th - Team D
31st - Team A

IN BRIEF
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the cards, calls, visits, food, and especially the prayers during
this difficult time of Carl’s passing. Our church family has been so good to us through the
years. There’s no way to express how much you all have meant to us. Please continue to
pray for us in the coming days.
Shirley
Scott & Tammy & Family
Greg & Melody & Family

Please Remember To Pray For
Our Homebound

Please notify the church office if you or a family member would like to be added to our
homebound or in-care facility lists.

The 2021 Super Bowl is February 7th. It’s also Souper Bowl
Sunday when people all over the country are reminded to donate to their
favorite food charities. This year, let’s all drop a few cans in the barrel at
Gleaning House or send a few dollars to United Christian Ministries or
Feed A Hungry Child backpack program. The need is great so if you can
help, it will be much appreciated.

Pickens First Bap st Church Schedule
Sunday, January 31
9:00 a.m. - 1st Worship Service
10:30 a.m. - 2nd Worship Service

FACTS & FIGURES
Building Fund: $380,982.41

January 24, 2021
Offering - $26,024.00
Offering to Date - $63,459.00
Goal to Date - $87,348.24

To Give Online:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Go to www.fbcpickens.org
Click on the “MyPFBC” Icon
Click on “Give”
Choose “Create an Account” or “Give Without A Login” and follow the directions

If you have any questions, you may call Katie in the church office at 878-6564.

Year-End Contribution Statements
If you have a MyPFBC account, your 2020 contribution statement is now available to view/
print. To print your contribution statement, please do the following:
•

Log-in to your account

•

Select the Giving History tab

•

Click the gray PDF Tax Statement button

Please call or email Katie if you have any questions or if you would like your statement
mailed, emailed, or printed for pick-up. 878-6564 / katie@fbcpickens.org

CONNECT WITH US
ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
fbcpickens.org/youtube

fbcpickens.org/facebook

fbcpickens.org/instagram

fbcpickens.org/twitter

Welcome to Pickens First Baptist Church

January 31, 2021
Opening Song
Who You Say I Am
Opening Scripture
Romans 1: 16-17
The Righteous Shall Live by Faith
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first
and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous
shall live by faith.”
Congregational Song
We Believe
Welcome and Prayer
Message In Song………………………………………………………….Derek Sargent
Message From God’s Word…………………………………..Pastor Fred Stone
Song Of Commitment
Just As I Am
Closing Prayer
9:00 a.m. - Milledge Cassell
10:30 a.m. - Zander Clarkson
Closing Song
Redeemed, How I Love To Proclaim It

Pickens First Baptist Church exists to be a Worshiping, Evangelizing, Learning,
and Loving (W.E.L.L.) family of faith to the glory of God. (Mt. 28:18-20; Acts 2:42-47;
1 Cor. 10:31).

Online Worship Service Available
* On YouTube: On your smart TV, smartphone, iPad, or computer go to:
fbcpickens.org/youtube
* On Pickens FBC Website: On your smartphone, iPad, or computer,
go to: www.fbcpickens.org

